
Home Code of EthicsMeetings MembershipAbout Us News & InfoSymposium Publications Support Resources

Rock Art of Australia
Part 1 – The Country and the Art

A Presenta�on by David Lee

Both Australia and the New World were originally colonized by peoples who brought with them rich spiritual and symbolic

systems. These people successfully adapted to major environmental changes, and these adapta�ons may be reflected in

the pain�ngs and engravings they le+ on cliff faces and shelter walls. Despite being a world apart, there are surprising

parallels in the produc�on, evolu�on, and context of rock art on the two con�nents. Viewing rock art with a global

perspec�ve highlights both the similari�es and the differences of people surviving under similar circumstances. This lecture

is Part One of a two-part series by David Lee on his though1ul and detailed research work on Australian rock art,

presen�ng an introduc�on focusing on the environmental and cultural context of this fascina�ng cultural heritage, its

associated ethnography, and current research trends. Join us in August for Part 2 – The Cultures and the Stories!

David Lee is an independent rock art researcher focusing on the func�on and context of Na�ve

American rock art of western North America and the rock art and associated tradi�onal

knowledge of northern Australia. He is a founding member of Western Rock Art Research, a

non-profit organiza�on located in Bishop and dedicated to the study and management of rock

art. He has documented rock art in California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona, Idaho, and Australia, and

has co-authored several papers and reports on the Mojave Desert, eastern California, and

Australia. Between 2005 and 2017 he and his wife CharloAe worked with the Wardaman People

of the Northern Territory to document their rock art sites and associated tradi�onal stories.

During this �me they also visited several other areas with concentra�ons of rock art and

assisted Australian researchers on projects in two other regions of the Top End of Australia.
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