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It has been my good fortune to be able to study and record rock art in the Grand Canyon region for the past 22 years
and, in the course of that study, to discover a particular style of Late Archaic period painting that appeals to me in a
way unlike any other occurrence of Southwestern rock art. This rock art is restricted to a fairly isolated and spectacular
landscape within the Canyon, a natural setting that has the effect of bringing one closer to the people whose impressive
skill and effort went into the creation of these paintings. Unfortunately, the older rock art is, the more difficult it becomes
to rationally comprehend its function. Yet these Archaic images still resonate across the millennia to affect our curiosity
and imagination. We know that rock art is more than just a simplistic artistic expression and can actually offer us clues
regarding the ideological mindset of its creators—if we can correctly assemble contextual evidence and apply acceptable
theoretical models. As we record more sites, enlarge our motif database, gain access to ongoing archaeological findings,
and analyze all relevant data, we can more confidently hypothesize as to its possible function—for serious rock art
research focuses on function rather than meaning.
In this review I will compare this Late Archaic style of Grand Canyon rock art to another style of painting in the
immediate area that dates to the same general time period and discuss possible connections between the two within
a contextual overview of the Archaic Period in the Grand Canyon. The importance of the physical landscape will also
be examined, and various details that have arisen out of the study of this rock art will be discussed. Finally I will look
at several theories that have been advanced concerning rock art interpretation and provide some general thoughts on
how certain aspects of these theories might be applied to further our understanding of the function of these Late Archaic
Period paintings in the Grand Canyon.
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